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Her name was Seepeetza when she was at home with her family. But now that she's living at the
Indian residential school her name is Martha Stone, and everything else about her life has
changed as well. Told in the honest voice of a sixth grader, this is the story of a young Native girl
forced to live in a world governed by strict nuns, arbitrary rules, and a policy against talking in her
own dialect, even with her family. Seepeetza finds bright spots, but most of all she looks forward
to summers and holidays at home.

From Publishers WeeklyWritten in what PW called a "devastatingly simple" style, this "rather
desolate" autobiographical novel chronicles a girl's harsh experiences at an Indian residential
school in 1950s British Columbia. Ages 10-12.Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information,
Inc.About the AuthorSHIRLEY STERLING (1948-2005) was Nlaka'pamux. She twice received
the Native Indian Teacher Education Alumni Award and held a PhD in Education from the
University of British Columbia. My Name Is Seepeetza is based on her childhood experiences at
the Kamloops Indian Residential School. Acclaimed in Canada and the United States, the book
won the Sheila A. Egoff Children's Literature Prize and was a finalist for the Governor General's
Literary Award. Shirley also won the Laura Steinman Award for Children's Literature.
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Nana u., “Very informative. This is a journal written by a young girl. It helped me to better
understand the pain these families must have experienced when forced to send their children to
these schools that tried to strip them of their heritage. It also explains the mistrust and
resentment many still feel all these years later.”

Alissa, “Life Changing. Never have I read a book that was more moving. I highly recommend this
book as a relatively authentic means of educating ourselves and our youth about the realities of
Native American disenfranchisement.  It is beautifully written, with well developed characters.”

Riobeliever, “Good Condition. Great condition. I received the book in a timely manner.I am
pleased with the quality of the project. I recommend the seller.”

Ebook Library Reader, “A little-known chapter in Canadian history. There isn't much of a plot
here, but the writing is skillfully done. The story is told in the form of twelve-year-old Seepeetza's
diary, which she keeps over the course of one year while attending an Indian boarding school in
British Columbia in the 1950s. At the time, the law mandated that all Native American children
should be sent to their schools, where they were given Anglo names (hers was Martha) and
punished if they spoke their native languages. Seepeetza's school, run by nuns, was a bleak
institution where the children's physical needs were taken care of and they got a decent
education, but they were bullied and generally treated harshly by the nuns. But she did get to go
home on vacations.It's hard to write a novel in diary format and keep it realistic. Most writers go
overboard and put way too much details in the diary, which moves the story along and lets the
reader know what's going on, but you know nobody would write like that in their diary in real life.
But Shirley Sterling struck the right balance here: Seepeetza's diary was detailed enough to be
interesting, but short enough to pass for a real diary. It sounds like it really could have been
written by a twelve-year-old girl.”

Janette, “Learning About the Indigenous Experience. I really liked reading Seepeetza’s journal,
especially since Residential Schools are so much in the News after the discovery of 215
unmarked graves in Kamloops, B.C. I knew nothing of these schools until I was in my late 30’s. I
am 75 now, and want to learn and to understand better what our First Nations People have gone
through since their Lands were taken over by Settlers.”

Samantha, “good book. This reminds me a bit of the diary of Anne Frank and is life in the eyes of
a 10 year old girls experience in residential schools in Canada. My 12 year old is home schooled
through a Christian school which the grade 7 class is reading this book. highly recommended”

stew, “My Name is Seepeetza- as a teaching tool. My Name is Seepeetza is a wonderfully



written book which helps us to relate to the Canadian Native residential school system. A book
a student should read.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Famous story. Historical true story and very famous.  Great read.”

MichelleM, “Great little book.. This book is very good. I read the entire thing in one day. It isn't a
long book, but it is fantastic. You can really understand the pain and humility that Natives have
been put through. I hope in our near future, we will make it up to them by respecting them as they
deserve. I fully recommend this book to everyone!”

The book by Ann Berge has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 61 people have provided feedback.
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